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REVIEWS. 


medical public, under the title of an old favorite, a thoroughly trust¬ 
worthy and reliable epitome of surgical practice, as at present pursued. 
He is also very modest in quoting the standard works to which he is 
under obligations. The make-up of the book is excellent, though we 
incline to think that a larger page would make a less portly volume, 
aud one that could, therefore, he more easily held in one hand. 

S. A. 


Du Delire chez les Degexeres. Par le Dr. M. Legbaine. Ancien in¬ 
terne des Asiles d’Ali£n£s de la Seine. 8vo. pp. vi. 290. Paris: A. Delahaye 

et E. Lecrosnier, IS8G. 

Insanity in the "Weak-minded. By Du. M. Legbaine. 

In an extended service at the great asylum of St. Anne, in Paris, 
under the direction of Prof. Magnnn, the author has had exceptional 
opportunities for the study of insanity. The subject of this monograph 
is the mental derangement consecutive to bad hereditary tendencies. 
Many persons are predisposed to mental disease from their birth; they 
display degenerate types of mind. Some form of cerebro-spinal dis¬ 
ease, or of insanity, or some toxic influence in the parent, results in 
a raal-development in the brain of the child. The child may be an 
idiot, or an imbecile, or simply weak-minded and stupid; or in youth 
or adult life he may show some form of mental derangement, becoming, 
perhaps, actively insane, or being merely eccentric and ill-balanced. The 
hereditary weakness of mind predisposes the individual to the develop¬ 
ment of insane delusions, and these taking possession of the weak-minded 
person, manifest characteristic forms. 

In the first part of this monograph the mental condition of idiots, 
imbeciles, and the feeble-minded is very carefully discussed, and a valu¬ 
able discriminating analysis of the varying mental incapacity of these 
unfortunate persons is given. In the second part insanity of hereditary 
origin is fully considered. In the term “folie des dcgcneres" the author 
includes the various conditions, termed in English monomania, a term 
which is giving place to paranoia, a far better equivalent for the German 
name, Primare VerrucktheiL The most frequently observed form of this 
affection is chronic insanity, with delusions of persecution. The charac¬ 
teristics of folie des dcgcncres, according to Legrnine, are first ** obses¬ 
sion”—that is, the patient is completely dominated in a certain line by 
an insane delusion; secondly, “impulsion”—that is, the patient is im¬ 
pelled irresistibly to the expression of his delusion in words or acts; 
thirdly, complete knowledge of his delusion, and the impulses to which 
it lends; fourthly, a concomitant distress, which gives emotional quality 
to the delusion; and, lastly, a consecutive relief, which follows the carry¬ 
ing out of the impulse. These will be recognized as characteristics of 
paranoia. The various monomanias, kleptomania, dipsomania, pyro- 
mania, etc., are very properly considered in this connection as traceable 
to defective cerebral development; and reasoning mania and moral 
insanity are regarded as due to the same cause. A large number of 
carefully recorded histories of cases ure given in illustration of the 
positions advanced by the author, and form a valuable part of the work. 
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The book is based upon accurate clinical observation, and although 
exceptions mav be taken to some oi its statements, it deserves the careiul 
study of all who are interested in the study of insanity. M. A. S. 


Tbe Student's Guide to Diseases op the Eye. By Edwaed Nettle- 
ship, F.R.C.S., Ophthalmic Surgeon to St. Thomas’s Hospital, etc. Third 
American from the Fourth English Edition, with a Chapter on Examina¬ 
tion for Color Perception, by Wsr. Thomson, M.D., Professor of Ophthal¬ 
mology in the Jefferson Medical College. With 165 illustrations. Royal 
12mo. 475 pages. Philadelphia: Lea Brothers & Co., 1887. 

“ Let well enough alone ” is a precept the wise physician is very apt 
to follow ; and it would not have surprised us if the author had rested 
upon it with reference to this work, which the reviewer of the first edition 
so justly pronounced, “the best manual on ophthalmic surgery for the 
use of students and busy practitioners.” But, with Mr. Nettieship, no 
book is “ well enough ” if it can possibly be improved, and he has 
repeatedly allowed his popular text-book to remain mnntlis out of print, 
in order that the new edition might in every way be brought abreast of 
the time. In the extent of additions made to the text the present edition 
surpasses all its predecessors. The author, in his preface to the fourth 
English edition, states, “with every wish to avoid overloading, I have 
been obliged to enlarge the book by about thirty pages.” But in the 
American edition this enlargement amounts to sixty pages. 

The additions made are to be found in all portions oi the work, and 
are not mere accretions but thoroughly incorporated portions of it. 

Amon<r the more extensive additions is a detailed account of “ retino- 
Ecopy ” Ijoth with the concave and plane mirror. Of the value of this 
procedure the author says, “ Retinoscopy is a valuable means of objec¬ 
tively determining the quantity oi aDy error of refraction, and as it is 
more easily learnt, and, on the whole, more accurate in its results than 
estimation by the direct method, it has, in the hands of many of our 
Etudents and assistants, almost displaced the latter method ns a pre¬ 
liminary to testing the patient with the trial lenses. For the quick dis¬ 
covery of very slight astigmatism, and of the direction of the chief 
meridians in astigmatism of all degrees, retinoscopy probably excels all 
other methods.” So popular is retinoscopy likely to become, that the 
author fears that it, by preventing the mastery of “ the more difficult 
‘ direct method,’ may tend to lower the present high quality of English 
ophthalmoscopic work.” This fear may be justified by the state of 
affairs in London, where the “direct method ” has not heretofore been 
very much cultivated ; but it could not apply to this country, where tbe 
11 direct method ” is often practised to the almost total exclusion oi other 
forms of ophthalmoscopic examination. 

While most of the few errors and inaccuracies of former editions have 
been corrected, we notice the retention of a very glaring one in the 
Eecond sentence of Chapter I., which reads: “ If the deviation in passing 
from vacuum into air be represented by tbe number 1, that for crown 



